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Text2018: Drugs, Rice, China and Marawi

Right	issues,	wrong	solutions?
• Stop	illegal	drugs	and	crime	- TOKHANG
• Promote	food	security	– RICE	SELF	SUFFICIENCY
• Address	deep	governance	challenges	

(decentralization)	- FEDERALISM
• Pursue	independent	foreign	policy	– PRO-CHINA?
• Strengthen	national	security	– MARTIAL	LAW	(DDS?)
• Infrastructure	build-up	– GGG	(decline	of	PPP)



DRUG-RELATED KILLINGS PER DAY
(MAY 10, 2016 TO SEPT 29, 2017)

June 30, 2016: Inauguration of Pres. Duterte
July 1, 2016: 39 drug-related deaths

Sept 21, 2016
Drug deaths: 49

Jan 30, 2017: Suspension of OplanTokhang
Jan 31, 2017: 2 drug deaths (killed by assailants)

March 6, 2017: Launch of “Oplan
Double Barrel: Reloaded”

Aug 15, 2017: 49 deaths
Aug 16, 2017:
Kian delos Santos was killed 
in a police operation

Total cases in Philippines: 5,020; Total cases in NCR: 1,999
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July 30, 2017
Mayor Reynaldo Parojinog
and 14 others were killed in 
a police operation

Sept 15 – Oct 13, 2016
Senate hearings on EJKs



N = 5,015* 
*Note: 6 of the 5,021 cannot be categorized to any type of incident.

Killed in police 
operation, 55%

Killed by 
assailant, 38%

Body discovered or 
found, 7%

2,753 
people1,907

people

355 people

TYPE OF INCIDENT



Price of Rice Soared in 2018

5Source:	Philippines	Statistics	Authority,	Price	Situationer.
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Real	Price	of	Regular	Milled	Rice,	in	2017	Php	Prices

DUTERTE

Rice	Shortage	

ARROYO AQUINO

Global
Financial	Crisis



Remarkable	decline	in	NFA	Rice	inventory	
for	2018
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Farmers,	not	the	main	winners	as	price	of	
rice	increases	
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Year	on	Year	Change	in	Farmgate	Price	of	Palay	
as	a	Percentage	of	Change	in	Retail	Price	of	Rice

Threshold

If	value	is	above	the	threshold,	
then	farmers	gain	more	in	the	
price	surge.

Source:	Ateneo Policy	Center’s	calculation	from	PSA	data



Text

2 3

EMERGING ISSUES ON FEDERALISM

1

CAN WE 
AFFORD THE 

COST?

CREDIBILITY 
OF THE 

PROCESS?

TRUE REFORM 
OR JUST 

ANOTHER 
PLAY FOR 
POWER?



Text
The image part with relationship ID rId3 was not found in the file.

“Expenditure	will	be	immense	if	we	go	to	federalism,	and	we	estimate	that	the	fiscal	deficit	to	the	GDP	
(gross	domestic	product)	ratio	can	easily	jump	to	maybe	6%	or	more,	and	that’s	really	going	to	wreak	
havoc	in	terms	of	our	fiscal	situation,”	



Text



TextAverage Dynastic Share (2007 – 2016 Elections)

Position Dynastic share (in %) 
2007 2010 2013 2016 

Governor 69.6 82.3 86.3 81.3 
Percentage increase/decrease   12.7 3.97 -5 
Vice Governor 62 70.9 75 81 
Percentage increase/decrease   8.87 4.11 6.01 
Representative 75.3 78.7 75.3 77.5 
Percentage increase/decrease   3.44 -3.46 2.25 
Mayor 57.6 67.2 67.5 68.8 
Percentage increase/decrease   9.6 0.3 1.3 
Vice Mayor 40.6 51.2 52.6 56.9 
Percentage increase/decrease   10.6 1.4 4.3 

 

81% of Governors. 78% of Congressmen. 
69% of Mayors. 57% of Vice Mayors.



TextGame of thrones…



TextAlternative leaders…



Trends	of	Political	Dynasty	Types	in	Congress	
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2004 2007 2010 2013 2016

Share	of	FAT	Dynasties	(in	%)

8 20 18 16 20

2004 2007 2010 2013 2016

Share	of	THIN	Dynasties	(in	%)

43
29 24 27 25

2004 2007 2010 2013 2016

Share	NON-DYNASTIC	Congressmen	
(in	%)

Source:	Ateneo Policy	Centre	computations	from	the	Political	Dynasties	Dataset.	

Fat	dynasty:	at	least	2	serving	elected	positions	
simultaneously	(sabay-sabay)
Thin	dynasty:	family	members	serving	across	time	
but	not	simultaneously	(sunod-sunod)
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