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Ookla reported for January 2021 that the 
Philippines continues to improve its overall 
Internet speed.

The Philippines is now at 86th spot from 111th

on mobile internet speed, while maintaining its 
100th spot on fixed broadband speed, when 
compared to year-on-year data.

In the wake of the mobility 
restrictions during the strict 

quarantine conditions last year, 
Philippine telcos have reported a 

500% increase in data usage when 
lockdowns started last year 

because of the massive shift to 
online services to adapt to travel 

restrictions and working from home. 
We see an increasing demand for 

broadband services as all business 
transactions are going digital.



The IMD World Digital Competitiveness Ranking 2020 report revealed that the Philippines placed 10th

highest for investment in telecommunication led by the private telecommunications companies.



ASEAN Government Telco Infrastructure Spending

Malaysia
US$233 million for increasing coverage and broadband speed

Thailand 
US$343 million to connect thousands of villages

Vietnam 
US$820 million for a 23,000-kilometer submarine cable system.

IMD World Digital Competitiveness Ranking 2020

The Philippine
government should 
invest in building digital 
infrastructure to cope 
with increasing demand 
for connectivity. Having 
adequate and robust 
digital infrastructure is 
crucial to our economic 
recovery and will have 
long term benefits that 
will drive sustainable 
growth.



Crucial for Economic Recovery

Digitization has proven to be vital to economic continuity and has enabled us 
to safely live and work in pandemic conditions. An extensive digital 
infrastructure will enable the nationwide delivery of hi-speed broadband 
services required for the fast digitization of government bureaucracies and 
private industries. 

Building a robust broadband backbone is a long-term infrastructure asset 
that will boost the country’s competitiveness in an emerging digital economy 
and indispensable, not just to survive this crisis, but to rebound and push for 
an acceptable pace of recovery.





“One thing that this pandemic has taught is the importance of the 
whole-of-society approach (government, private sector, and CSOs) to 
addressing our most pressing challenges. Given the increased 
importance of connective technology during this pandemic, the 
continued development of our country’s digital infrastructure is one 
such of the key challenges that requires the combined efforts of 
multiple sectors of society.”

Building digital infrastructure for a digital Philippines
BusinessWorld, 9 March 2021
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