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Agricultural (un)Productivity: A Historical Context 

• The National Industrialization Program in the 1960s
“An industrial nation is a prosperous and, hence, a strong and 
dominant nation; while an agricultural nation is a poor and, 
consequently, a weak and dependent nation” – Claro M. Recto
• Led to the migration of rural farmers to urban centers
• Decrease in investments in Agriculture
• Farm schools were converted into regular Colleges
• Import Substitution – coconut, mangoes, pineapple, bananas

ADRi: Strategies in Improving the Agriculture Sector, CP David (2021)



Food Security Issues

↓Agricultural Productivity

Inflation

Ageing manpower Inefficiencies in 
Production

↓farm sizesPoor R&D

Lack of investments Climate Change Impacts

Low mechanization
Failure of coops

Import dependence

CARP
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COMMODITY FARMGATE 
PRICE (P)

RETAIL PRICE 
(kg)

Tomatoes 17.50 80
Cabbage 17.10 210
Onions 39.70 120

Milled Rice 15.90 42

RETAIL PRICE 
(BANGKOK)

70
185
100

46.50



Climate Change Impacts: Rainfall

• Projected for 2050s
• Low vs High Emission Scenario
• Drier Dry Season, Wetter Wet Season
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Imports (in million USD)

1. USD862 million worth of rice in 2020;

2. Processed foods dominate our importation
requirements;

3. Importation of cool weather fruits and vegetable
is increasing at a rate of 15 to 28% a year.
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Cool Weather Areas

• Cool weather from Dec-Feb
• Perennial cool weather areas
• Highly valuable agricultural lands



The Concept of Food Production Areas (FPAs)
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Industrial Farms

Smallholder Farms

Processing Plants

Farm Schools
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