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Del Rosario, Dommguez m}
awarded Japan’s highest honor

By PIA LEE-BRAGO

Former foreign affairs secretary
Albert del Rosario yesterday re-
ceived the Grand Cordon of the
Order of the Rising Sun from Em-
peror Naruhito of Japan for being
instrumental in building Japan-
Phippgines bilateral relationshiy
toward a “strategic partnership”
and ensuring the safety of ships in

ypine seas. ey

n from the Japanese em-

nt ..‘ﬁ!ﬂfgeiDél Rosario

d Cordon of the Order of the |

he is proud to share this award with
all colleagues in the Department of
Foreign Affairs.

The invitation for the Imperial

Conferment of Decoration was con-

veyed through a letter addressed
to Del Rosario by Japan’s Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida on Oct. 25.

Del Rosario, who led the country
in bringing the case against China
before an arbitration court, said
the six years that
less than ideal for the Philippines
because tcglel Duterte admirl11istrag
tion tragic pursued a policy o
appeasi%\,lg C{nga, in exchgnge for
economic benefits that never mate-
rialized. !

The country’s former top dip- -

lomat said in January the United
‘States-Japan efforts to oppose Chi-
na’s attem&ts to advance its illegal
claims in the South China Sea are
aligned with the interest of the Phil-
itgpines to preserve its own rights in
e West Philippine Sea.
US President Joseph Biden and

Prime Minister Kishida held on Jan.

ears that passed had been

T

b T

% q
{

21 a summit vidéo teleconference

~ where they agreed to oppose China’s |

attempts to change the status quo.
in the%outh Chmg Sea and China’s

use of economic coercion to achieve -
its ends. g '

Both the US and Japan have
invoked the 2016 arbitral ruling
against China’s illegal claims in the -
South China Sea. - "

While the US and Japan are not
coastal states in the South China Sea, -
Del Rosario noted that “they have a
real and tangible interest in preserv-
ing the rule of law in the region.”

He stressed that “international
law grants all nations of the world,
including the US and Japan, freedom
of navigation and over flight in the
South China Sea, which is critical for
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